A Teaching Plan For First Stage in Writing 
----To guide students in writing Recounts
He Wen hong  (何文红)
І. Introduction:
     Hainan Middle School, a key boarding middle school that I am now working in, is commonly considered to be the best senior high school in Hainan Island. The reason is that students who hopefully study here must gain high scores in the Secondary School Entrance Examination organized by the provincial Bureau of Education. The students are eager to learn, most of whom are industrious and creative. As a consequence, the yearly number of the students who can be enrolled into the most famous universities in China like Beijing University and Qinghua University ranks the first. However, as it is well acknowledged that English is taught as a foreign language in China and almost no one would treat it as a tool of communication or apply it into everyday life except in the English classes or taking exams. Hence, to a large extent, their language proficiency is low and requires improving, especially weak in the field of types of texts.
П. Purposes of the lessons:

      The students in my class are first graders in Senior High and they come from different places of Hainan. Thus, they have different learning backgrounds and learning abilities in English. However, one thing is certain: Most of them began their English learning when they were in Junior High  at the age about 13 years old., so they have learnt English for only four or five years. Although since junior middle school, they have been absorbed into texts and encouraged to try to write in English, they are still not so accustomed to hearing or using English, especially in writing. For me, I have them write anything related to things and events that they are interested in their daily life. Definitely, they show their great interest in writing and most of them have produced a large number of drafts, and some of them even write journals and afterthoughts every weekend in which they take down their own observations and comments about life and study at school. I still remember one of a journal from my students, in which it reads: “We last week have military training. It is really tough. We all finally become exhausted and sun-burnt. It is unforgettable. We are happy we have learnt a lot. .” Of course, I am quite pleased with the progress my students are making in their writing. From the writing, I truly know they have already got some idea about writing what happened in the past in English. I decide to do some work on Recounts with them, aiming to give them a clear text organization and language features of Recounts and finally they can apply what they have learnt to write Recounts.
Ш. Procedures of guidance to writing recounts:
       I plan to decide a number of activities to familiarize the students with the subject-matter and the genre of recounts, ranging from hands-on, exploratory, oral activities through to more reflective, written activities.
Phase 1. Introducing the terminology “Recount”

      Firstly, I will make my students more aware of how we are constantly using Recounts in our everyday lives. At the very beginning, I will ask the students to tell the whole class what they did on the Chinese Mid-autumn Day, aiming to helping them build knowledge of the field of recounts. After their response, I feel it a must to develop the shared technical term when referring to this type of text “Recount”.
              “You all have done a very good job. When we tell others what happened in the past, we called it a Recount. You have just told others what you did during the Chinese Mid-autumn Day, that it is to say, you gave an example of a recount by telling the whole class what you did in the past. A Recount is a piece of text that retells past events, usually in the order in which they occurred. Its purpose is to provide the audience with a description of what occurred and when it occurred.”  

Next, I will ask them to think about ways we can usually see or use Recounts.
          “Well done. Recounts can often appear on one day’s entry in a diary or joural, newspapers, letters, conversations, television interviews, speeches and e-mails.”
Phase П. Explaining the genre of Recounts:
             Since the students have known what a recount is, then I group them and give each of them the following table and three articles of Recounts, the purpose of which is to aid them to explore the text features and language features in Recounts.
	Text: Recount
	As it happened
	“The X Files
	  A Postcard

	Who is the audience?
	
	
	

	 What is the purpose of the text?
	
	
	

	Would the text be spoken or written?
	
	
	

	Give some examples from the text of the use of the past tense
	
	
	

	What does the first paragraph tell the reader?
	
	
	

	What do paragraphs 2 & 3 tell the readers?
	
	
	


          Firstly, I will ask them to look at the table carefully in order to make sure what they are going to do next and then have them read the following passages together and finish the table in groups.
                                                      As it happened
   One very spooky encounter with a UFO occurred in May 1974 involving a couple driving from Zimbabwe to South Africa.

    As they carefully drove throughout the night they saw a flashing blue-white light that was going on and off in a slow, steady rhythm. Shortly after noticing this, the car was covered in a bright circle of light.

    Inside the car it suddenly became very cold, the couple wrapped themselves in thick blankets and turned on the heater but they still shivered.

   Then their car began to act very strangely. Suddenly the headlights went off, the brakes failed, the steering wheel locked and the fuel gauge showed empty. Next the car began speeding up and raced along the road at 190 speed an hour. To one side of the car, the UFO continued to follow.

   The driver and his passenger lost consciousness. When they awoke they were near the small town of Fort Victoria. The car’s odometer showed that only 12 kilometers had been traveled, yet the distance from where they first saw the UFO to Fort Victoria was 290 kilometers.

     Although the couple’s description of what happened contained plenty of details, many people find it hard to believe that UFOs do exist.

“The X Files”

   “The X Files” is one of television’s most popular shows, watched each week by millions of people in over sixty countries.

The show was created by Chris Cater, a former magazine editor, who always wanted to make a cool and scary television series. His idea for “ The X Files” came after he saw the results of a survey that said three out of every hundred Americans believed that aliens had captured them.

    Carter’s next step was to produce a pilot episode, which was to be the beginning of the series. When it was shown on American TV it received poor reviews.

After a while the audience grew and “The X Files” became popular with both adults and teenagers. By this term Carter was able to spend more on production.

“The X Files” has been nominated for many awards and continues to attract a growing audience. 
A Postcard

Dear Nan,

We are having  a great holiday here on the Gold Coast. Yesterday we went to Movie World.

When we got up in the morning it looked like rain. After a while the clouds disappeared and it became a sunny day. We then decided to go to Movie World.

 The first ride I went on was Lethal Weapon. Next I saw the Police Academy show. After that I had lunch as I was really hungry. Meanwhile, Mum and Kelly queued for the Batman ride.

About one o’clock we got a light shower of rain but it cleared up soon after. We then went on all the other rides followed by the studio tour.

   It was a top day. See you when we get back.

Love, 

Sam
          After they finish their table, they are required to share what they have done with the whole class. Then I will confirm what they have done and tell them: “Now, We can clearly see the Text Feature and Language Features from the models and your answers to the previous activity.  A recount text usually has three main sections. The first paragraph gives background information about who, what, where and when (called an orientation). This is followed by a series of paragraphs that retell the events in the order in which they happened. Some recounts have a concluding paragraph (also called reorientation), which may be given the writer’s own view of the events and the emotions that were aroused at the time. However, this is not always necessary.” Besides, to help them with a clear idea about the structure of recounts, I will show them the scaffold of a recount, and at the same time, I will discuss with them the language features used in a recount according to the activities they have done previously.
The recount scaffold: The three-part scaffold:
	Step 1.   Introductory paragraph that tells who, what , where and when( an orientation)

	Step 2.  A sequence of events in the order in which they occurred(series of events)



	Step 3.  ( optional ) ----A conclusion( reorientation)
       


Language Features of a recount: 

Usually we can see the following features in recounts:
· Specific participants (Gloria, our dear teacher, the cat,)

· Proper nouns to identify those involved in the text.( Proper nouns to identify who is involved and where it happened)

· Descriptive words to give details about who, what , when, where and how( Adjectives and adverbs to improve the description of who, what , what, where an dhow.)

·  The use of the past tense to retell the events( Past tense of verbs to retell the    action)

·  Words that show the order of the events ( for example, first, next, then, when, soon after, following that, at this point , at that moment, afterwards, before that, after a  while, meanwhile)

· The use of first person pronouns in Personal Recount (I, we)

Phrase Ш Guiding writing:
      In the past few days, the students have learnt the Text Features and Language Features in a recount. It is the time they should write a recount themselves. To help my students write as clearly as possible, I plan to take the following steps:
      Firstly, strengthening the idea of the use of past tense. 
      It is well known that in Chinese we have no tenses, even if they have learnt different tenses in the junior high, the students are often confused about it, especially the past form of verbs. To well prepare their writing, I will have them do the following practice in groups.
1. Change the following into past tense.

Present Tense                                                      Past tense

a. I play basketball every day.                 --------------------------  last weekend.

b. We go to movie slowly.                       -------------------------- just now.

c. The child arrives home at seven.          --------------------------  yesterday.

d. I sing songs for my mum.                     -----------------------------------------

       2.  Copy the following passage and underline the words that show past tense.

        I opened the door and went inside. The room was in darkness. I moved into the       kitchen and saw the body. I screamed and then felt something hit me hard. I woke up with a lump on my head. The body was gone.
         3. Fill in the missing sentences. The first one has done for you.

	Past tense
	Present tense
	Future tense

	I wore a jumper.
	I am wearing a jumper.
	I will wear a jumper.

	
	I am eating a cake.
	

	
	
	I will bring a jumper

	They were fishing.
	
	They will be fishing.

	She had a headache.
	
	

	
	I go jogging for exercise.
	


      Secondly, playing the video I filmed.  
      I will tell the students we are going to write to tell our parents something about our excursion held last Friday. Then I will play a video, which is about a grade activity organized by the Students’ Union of Senior One. They went to Haikou People’s Park last Friday, which is 15 minutes’ walk from school. During the course of their excursion, I filmed the students all the way round. While playing the video, I will ask them to take out their notebooks to record the sequences. They will surely go into rapture when they see themselves on TV as they experience their activity on video again, which can be served as a memory-jogger and remind them what happened in details. At different points I will put the video on “Pause”, or slow the speed down, or replay to make a flowchart of the stages of their visit. Here is the visiting flowchart. 
         School             Park                   Garden                

 Zoo          Seals/puppet show         Aviary 
            There is no doubt that the flowchart will give the students a visual idea of the sequence, and help them to construct a class Recount of the Friday.
Thirdly, guiding writing in oral activities.

I will have the whole class together to construct a text by telling what happened during the outing and what they discovered at the various sites by means of the questions like these:  

· Where did we go last Friday?     

· What did we do first?

· What did we do in the Aviary?

· Did we listen to the birds? How was it?

· What did we do after lunch? 
· Did we look at the monkeys?

· Did we watch the other animals?

· What did we do after that?   Was the puppet show wonderful?

· Did we like their visit to the park?

· How could we write them down?

       When they finish answering the questions, I then remind them of the Text Feature. I can suggest them giving an orientation to let their readers know a bit of background information about who took part in the event and  when it happened, as in a recount, a sequence of events often follow the background information.
Phase IV Writing in groups
（Now produces the basic format, the following will be the role for both and learners and the teachers, aiming to orient and input some ideas about formal writing on the new comers ）
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