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Comprehensible input means that students should be able to understand the essence of what is being said or presented to them. Comprehensible input is necessary for second language acquisition, that is, we can better acquire a second language through understand the information or messages of the input. In other words, students learn the language well through understanding the meaning of the language rather than the forms and grammars. More need for communication may lead to more language use and consequently more comprehensible input alone is not sufficient for full language acquisition, even if it may be sufficient to acquire enough to meet the demands of everyday communication. Comprehensible language input must be supplemented by output practice.

Therefore, we can draw a conclusion that comprehensible input is necessary but not sufficient for learners’ full language development.

2. Who is the better second language learner, the child or the adult?

I think children are a better second language learners than adults. Firstly,

for children, processing a new language is natural, just like teaching them  how to brush their teeth and play football. Kids learn unconsciously and spontaneously, so they learn better and faster.

Pronunciation

Another reason that the myth persists that children learn second languages easier than adults is because of the child's ability to adapt the proper pronunciation of a language. It is true that the younger a child begins to learn a second language, the better their pronunciation. Adults have a more difficult time adapting the pronunciation of a foreign language, and so sound less competent than a child who has the ability to speak a second language with the proper accent.

Aging and Learning Ability

Another common misconception is that as people age, their ability to learn new a skill diminishes. In actuality, people do not lose their ability to learn as they age. The only challenges an older learner of a second language faces is the weakening of vision and hearing. The loss of hearing in particular can affect a person's ability to learn a language in the traditional classroom setting. A healthy, older adult is perfectly capable of learning a second language .

Why do modern L2 learning theories have great implication for foreign language teaching in general and Chinese foreign language teaching in particular ? Illustrate your view based on one particular learning theory which you think the most relevant to your teaching context ?

How modern second language learning theories have great implication for Chinese foreign language teaching in particular will be illustrated as following:

The affective filter hypothesis was proposed by Dulay & Burt (1977) with the idea that there is a filter that determines how much a person learns in a formal or informal language setting. The filter comprises affective factors such as attitudes to language, motivation, self-confidence and anxiety. The affective filter has 4 functions:

i) it determines the selection of language models;

ii) it determines which part of the language will be attended to first;

iii) it determines when language acquisition efforts should cease;

iv) it determines the speed of acquisition

Thus learners with favorable attitudes and self-confidence may have 'a low filter' with efficient second language learning. Those with unfavourable attitudes and / or high anxiety have 'high filters' and so the input of second language learning may be blocked or impeded. 

One of my students is an active English learner. She joins Model United Nations in our school and plays an important part in this activity. Therefore, she learns English with enthusiasm and has lots of oppotunities to practice her writen English and oral English. Meanwhile, she reads a lot and is well aware of some English culture. With positive learning attitude and motivation, the acquisition of second language is efficient and effective. She can adjust her langauge learning strategies accordingly, setting up different steps to improve her English proficiency in all respects. These active emotions contribute to her low “learning filter”, which impact on efficient processing of the language input.

Another students of mine is not very interested in English learning. She learns English simply to get through the exams or her learning purpose is not active and autonomous.This student is from the countryside and very shy in class, not willing to take part in class activities. The lack of confidence, self-doubt, anxiety have “high filter” in her English acquisition, thus, she tends to fail in learning English no matter how hard she works.

As an English teacher, we should not only provide sufficient language input and help students make it comprehensible, nevertheless, we can foster a low anxiety situation to lower “learning filter”. People acquire second languages only if they obtain comprehensible input and if their affective filters are low enough to allow the input 'in'. When the filter is 'down' and appropriate comprehensible input is presented (and comprehended), acquisition is achieved. In general, cognition of language learning has been emphasized in English teaching which affective factors and learners emotions have been neglected. However, affective factors play the equal role as language cognition in learning a secons language, which is worthy of attention.


